It is, according to him, the main exciter of respiration, circulation, digestion, and of voluntary motion; the influence which it exerts, proceeding in an especial degree from the point whence the pneumogastric nerves arise; this point is the line of demarcation between the medulla oblongata and spinalis. The portion of the medulla situated below this point serves only to transmit impressions received; and the portion of the medulla oblongata situated above this point, is not the source of any influence, nor the centre of any action. The brain and cerebellum are only appendages to the medulla oblongata; and all irregularities of the sentient and moving powers which are observed in diseased states of the mass of the encephalon are referrible to sympathetic derangements in the functions of the medulla oblongata; for this latter part is invariably the ?nly real and true seat of palsy. According to M. Series, the whole encephalon is endowed with sensibility, but the medulla oblongata is the principal seat of it. M. Flourens places the source or centre ?f vitality, and of the nervous power, in the medulla oblongata. 
